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Lighting up
the Deuces




PAGE 5
COMMUNITY NEWS

Life has a way
of working out

Deputy Mayor
Dr. Kanika Tomalin
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

More than 500 guests came out to support the NAACP’s Freedom Fund Banquet held
June 17 on the historic grounds of McCabe United Methodist Church.
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First grade
teacher publishes
children’s book

PAGE 11
COMMUNITY NEWS

Celebrating Father’s
Day at the SHIP



 
 





 
 


memorates the day the
Union Army Major General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston,
Texas, to deliver the
news to the slaves that
they had been emancipated by President Abraham Lincoln.

ST. PETERSBURG – “Let’s
turn some dirt,” said Bob Esposito from the Florida Department of Transportation at
the groundbreaking ceremony
held Monday for Deuces-Interstate 275 Underpass Lighting
and Landscape Improvement
Project.
The 22nd Street Corridor,
also known as the Deuces, was
once a prosperous area and
the main street for black citizens living in Jim Crow St. Petersburg. Once eminent
domain uprooted business and
families in the early 1970s,
urban decay set in.
“This is where the AfricanAmerican community could
find its center of commerce,
could realize its dreams and
take care of its needs, both personal and professional,” said
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin.
Though underscoring the
key role the area played in the
past, Tomalin enthusiastically
talked about the future, noting
that Commerce Park will be
across the street from the
groundbreaking, which promises at least 65 new jobs,
though the city expects they
may number in the hundreds.
Many of those jobs will be
filled by members of the immediate community, she said.
“This is one of those projects that we really had to do
right,”
Mayor
Rick
Kriseman said, “not necessarily fast. And an important part
of doing it right—the most important part of doing it right—
working
with
the
is
community.”
Kriseman called it a project
that will generate commerce
and showcase the arts community. It will be more than just
“spectacular lights and art,” he
pointed out, adding that the
project will highlight a historic
corridor that the city has
worked hard to make a destination.
“It’s also about transportation and safety,” the mayor

See LEGACY, page 8

See UNDERPASS, page 14



BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Looking out over a sea of
white, Master and Mistress of Ceremonies
Trevor Pettiford from
Bay News 9 and Val
Trenda of 88.5’s Urban
Café, welcomed more
than 500 guests to the St.
Petersburg
Branch
NAACP 2017 Freedom
Fund Celebration.
Under a tent on the
historic grounds of McCabe United Methodist
Church, as guests

dressed in white sitting at
tables impeccably decorated in all white, Branch
President Maria L.
Scruggs gave the occasion saying that the Freedom Fund Banquet “was
hosted on Juneteenth as
a reminder that freedom
ain’t free.”
The Freedom Fund
Celebration is the annual
fundraiser
for
the
NAACP that supports operations while giving the
branch the ability to advocate on behalf of those
they represent.
Costing more than

$30,000 to put on, approximately 97 percent of the
cost went to black-owned
and small businesses
within the south St. Pete
community.
“The NAACP has no
credibility when it goes to
sit down with Mayor
Kriseman and talk about
opportunity and access
for our businesses when
we are not willing to give
opportunity and access to
our own businesses,”
said Scruggs.
The
recently-appointed chair of the religious affairs committee

of the NAACP St. Pete
Branch, Rev. G. Gregg
Murray, served as the
keynote speaker for the
evening.
In the ministry for
more than 27 years, he is
pastor of the Mt. Zion
Primitive Baptist Church
and an author and blogger with a large following
on social media. Murray has become known
as “Facebook’s Pastor.”
Noting that though
President Abraham Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation in
See NAACP, page 10

Community honors Juneteenth Legacy
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Mark Gallinari started
planting new hibiscus
plants and trimming the
older surviving foliage at
Playlot #3 as early as 7
a.m. last Saturday morning to make way for the
local community gathering of children and
adults to celebrate the
spirit of Juneteenth.
Former city worker
and south St. Pete resident Doris Cratic joined
Gallinari at the lot
around noon to help.
“I’ve done this twice
since I’ve been working
for the city,” said Cratic,
who referred to Playlot
#3 as “the gem of the
neighborhood because it

has recreational facilities
to provide activities for
kids outside.”
Cratic talked about
her childhood growing
up in the neighborhood
between 18th and 26th
Avenues. She said, “that
was everybody’s neighborhood and they had
different parks back
then for us to play in.”
Gallinari has worked
for St. Petersburg’s Park
and Recreation for
nearly 30 years. For her,
cleaning the park was
the neighborly thing to
do.
“It was just the neighborhood service thing to
try and help everybody
out,” said Gallinari about
coming out so early in
the morning to plant
flowers and shrubbery.

The event symbolized all aspects of the
community working together for the common
good of all. For it is this
characteristic that manifests the essence and importance of celebrating
Juneteenth.
Juneteenth
com-
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REV. DR. ROBERT L.
HARRISON, PH.D.

Men of S.T.E.E.L. Ministries
www.menofsteelministries.com

First born free
If your bloodline contains the DNA
of a slave, then someone directly connected to you was the first born
free. Have you ever taken a moment to
imagine what life must have been like
for that ancestor, your ancestor—-a soul
created whose parent was a former
slave? What messages do you think
were passed down regarding race relations, community responsibility, individual possibility and self-worth?
Meet Ms. Hattie McDaniel. Born
on June 10, 1895, to former slaves, McDaniel was the first African American to
be nominated and to win an Academy
Award for her role in “Gone with the
Wind.” She was the first black woman
to sing on the radio in the United
States, the first black American to star
in her own radio show (was
inducted posthumously into the Black
Filmmakers Hall of Fame) and she
was the first black Oscar winner honored with a U.S. postage stamp.
During the height of McDaniel’s
Hollywood career, she was criticized by
members of the black community for
the roles she accepted. Walter White,
executive secretary of the NAACP and
an African-American man of majoritywhite ancestry who at times intentionally “passed” as white to protect himself
in tense situations, was very vocal in his
claims that McDaniel acted willfully in
perpetrating stereotypes that oppressed
blacks via the roles she accepted. Such
public outcries negatively impacted McDaniel’s earning capacity.
Not surprisingly, McDaniel’s work
sometimes angered southern white
racists as well. How many black professionals can relate to McDaniel’s
predicament, rejected by members of
one’s own community while having to
deal with hatred from another?
In McDaniel’s case, she also faced
Jim Crow laws and policies that prevented her from such things as attending the premiere of “Gone with the
Wind” in Atlanta because of Georgia’s
segregation laws, and being required to
sit at a segregated table at the far wall
of the room at the Oscar’s ceremony because of the hotel’s strict no-blacks-allowed policy.
Critics within the black community
may have had a point, but should their
position hold greater importance than
that of McDaniel? It was McDaniel,
after all, who had been an actual
maid. It was her parents who were
slaves.
In speaking of the house slave role

that won her an Oscar, McDaniel reflected that she loved the character and
that she believed she understood the
role because her grandmother worked
on a plantation, similar to the one of the
film. Whereas many in the black community had an adverse reaction to McDaniel’s public sentiment, could her
truth have been exactly what she said
it was—-class-based biases against domestics?
True, McDaniel was not associated
with civil rights protests, but was that a
mandate? Listed among the ways she
gave back to the black community is a
legal fight. When racists neighbors filed
a lawsuit to enforce the racially restrictive housing covenants contained in the
deeds to her home and those of other
blacks who had managed to buy mansions in the predominantly aristocratic
white neighborhood, McDaniel organized workshops for her black neighbors
to discuss strategy and gathered hundreds of sympathizers for a court appearance.
Superior Court Judge Thurmond
Clarke dismissed the lawsuit. This legal
victory gained national attention
and helped to produce a later Supreme
Court decision overturning housing
covenants.
At the time of McDaniel’s death, she
was penniless. The whereabouts to her
Oscar, which she bequeathed to
Howard University, is unknown. McDaniel was first born free, yet she understood the fight to remain free at
times positioned her counter to individuals within and outside of her community.
Keisha Bell is an Attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com

Praise the Lord Saints
HELL. IS THERE SUCH A
PLACE? WILL SOME GO THERE?
– PART 1
One of the most common beliefs
that we have today is a belief in an afterlife and in most religions there is a
heaven. If one were to ask at random,
people outside Christianity, where
they will go after death, almost unanimously, it’s heaven. And while heaven
is each person’s preference, we know
that this isn’t true. Everyone is not
going to be able to go there. One of the
most repugnant subjects is the opposite end, which is hell. Is there a Hell?
In a survey several years ago to thousands of churches one of the questions
asked was do they believe in hell. This
question rated below 50% in most of
the mainline churches and this was
among the ministers, which is very
surprising. Hell is a place no one likes
to talk about, much less go there, however, Jesus spoke more on hell than on
heaven and had very strong warnings
to keep people He loved from going
there.
As Christians, we are constantly to
challenged to prove what we believe,
not only from the Bible but with logic
and rationale. How many times have
you heard, “How can a loving God
send people to hell?” or “I can’t believe
in a place of everlasting punishment.”
I personally encounter this a lot and
I’m going to attempt to give some reasons why not only is hell a reality as
much as heaven is, but that God’s love
actually demands a place such as this.
Jesus spoke more about hell than
all the writers of Scripture. 13% of the
New Testament is on Judgment and
hell, and half of the parables.
Hell is describe as a place of constant fire and smoke. Now I think
we’re all familiar with the descriptive
terms of fire that continues to burn,
where the worm does not die and that
it’s outer darkness, as in Matt 25:30
“And cast the unprofitable servant into
the outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ Away
from the presence of God. In Mt.13:4950 Jesus tells us the angels will separate the wicked from the just and cast
them into the furnace of fire. Hell is described as a garbage dump by Jesus to
illustrate some points (this is called
Gehenna where the corpses of animals
were thrown. As complete darkness
Mt.8:12 “cast into outer darkness.”
Where exactly does the Bible say
hell is? The Bible describes it as down,
Psalm 55:15 Proverbs 15:24, Isaiah
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14:9 speak of it being beneath. The angels that sinned in Noah’s day were
cast down 2 Pt.2:4. Many other Scriptures describe it as underneath, while
God is up in heaven. Heaven is upward, hell is down. It’s also described
as outer darkness, yet, God is described as light. These are relational
terms of contrast, yet, they are literal.
It’s a place at the end of the road that
everyone travels on, going away from
God. It’s also described as a bottomless pit, no security. It’s like free falling
forever.
Jude describes hell like a wandering star in the blackness forever, no
course or direction, no end. Luke 16 is
not a parable but a story, it uses name
that no parables use and it is giving
specific information about the afterlife.
It tells us it’s a place of agony and self
rejection, the rich man asked for only
a drop of water to quench his insatiable
thirst. He still had concern for his family and felt pain for himself. It’s described by the rich man in his remorse
asking to warn his family, yet he is told
they will not believe even if someone
(Jesus) would rise from the dead and
tell them so. This is how great their unbelief was! We see the rich men is still
giving orders telling Abraham to send
Lazarus, who was an invalid in life and
the rich man did not care at all for ,
now he asking him to do him a favor.
The word torment is used 4 times in
Luke 16 and it is use many other
places.
Hell is not just a place deprived of
God’s presence or blessing. Where
does the Bible describe hell as a torture chamber? Well, actually it doesn’t.
It’s not Dante’s Inferno with Devils
poking people with pitchforks. God is
not into torturing people himself either
(neither is the devil, or the fallen angels as they will be in torment too).
Those who go there choose to go in rejection of God’s love, and the agony
they will have is self inflicted as a direct, and deliberate decision to go
away from Him because they hate His
authority. They do not want his rulership over their lives. It is like a child
not listening to its parent who tells
them not to go near the stove when its
hot, they don’t listen and get burned.
God doesn’t want anyone to go there
and has done what He can to keep people from going there but they have exercised the choice not to listen.
Till next week,
God Bless.
Rev. Dr. Robert L. Harrison, PhD
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The issues
Dear Editor:
One thing I’ve observed growing up in
south St. Pete is that the
self-proclaimed “gatekeepers” have been in the business of tearing down,
rather than building up for
far too long.
We’ve torn down one
another’s character over
petty disagreements; we’ve
torn down dilapidated
black-owned businesses
and neighborhoods as a result of gentrification; we’ve
torn down the idea that if
we work together, we can
solve our problems together.
Lastly, as a result of a
broken system and society,
we’ve torn down the notion
that all men and women
are created equal.
The issue is, we as a
people, have fallen asleep
at the wheels of social and
economic justice. We’ve
deprived our village of a
chance at improving our
quality of life all because
we do not vote based on
the issues.
Instead, we vote for
candidates based on whom
we know or what they say,
rather than accessing their
platform and track record.
The time has come for us
to place a renewed focus
on the issues plaguing our
beloved city.
Quality affordable housing, or the lack thereof, has
been an ongoing issue in
south St. Petersburg since
the days of segregation.
High rental rates and
money hungry developers
have made access to fair
housing almost intangible.
Our city is building out to
the water and to the west,
but when do we begin to
focus on the underdeveloped parts of our city?
Part of the American
dream is being able to own
a home. The problem is,
it’s impossible to own a
home if you can never af-

ford it. The cost of living
varies widely in various
parts of our state. The minimum wage should be a
living wage, which needs
to be implemented at a
rate that allows business
owners to adapt their business plans so they are not
rocked by the sudden increase in labor cost.
The pathway to prosperity in life begins with an
education, a quality early
childhood education to be
exact. Many of our babies
struggle to make it
through the Pinellas
County system due to a
lack of funding for daycare
and childcare centers
within our own communities. Research has proven
that the most pivotal learning stages of a child’s life
occur from birth to age
five.
I’ve worked in one of
south Pinellas County’s five
“turnaround
schools.”
During my time there I
couldn’t help but notice
that the broader cultural
conflict we are facing is a
lack of parental engagement in our local schools.
The blame on our school
board, administrators and
classroom teachers can
only go so far.
Truth is, at some point,
parents must become
more responsible when it
comes to their child’s education. Attendance at PTA
meetings
should
be
equally as important as
showing up to a Little
League football game.
There’s been a full
focus on reaching our full
economic potential in Midtown. It’s time we make a
shift towards becoming
one of the greatest commercial capitals in the
country. We have the tools,
now we must ensure that
we effectively use them to
our advantage. Let us focus
our energies on bringing in
more economic opportuni-

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE SIXTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR PINELLAS COUNTY, FLORIDA
CIRCUIT CIVIL
CONCERNED ORGANIZATION FOR
QUALITY EDUCATION OF BLACK
STUDENTS, INC.,
v.
THE PINELLAS COUNTY SCHOOL
BOARD, et al.,
Defendants.
____________________________________/
ties, jobs and investment
capital for our entire city,
not just select neighborhoods.
I’m uplifted by the intensity of the spirit for
change and I’m inspired by
all the folks who I meet on
a daily basis who have a
yearning for accountability
in our local government.
However, there are still
those who don’t quite
grasp the concept of
progress. It used to be
about helping people and
providing them with leadership committed to delivering results. Now it’s all
about banquets, fundraisers and ribbon cuttings.
Election after election
we are sold the same high
hopes and as a community,
we live through the same
failed policies year after
year. This is a result of a
lack of pressure on those
we choose to represent us
and the power of the
almighty dollar.
So when do we start
asking ourselves the hard
questions? When do we
stop accepting things as
they are and start challenging our people to achieve
greater? The answer is
simple: When we know
better, we do better.
It’s time we wake up
and take our future into our
own hands because if we
don’t stand for something,
we’re liable to fall for anything.
God Bless,
Corey Givens Jr.

IMPORTANT NOTICE AS TO THE MODIFICATION OF A
PRIOR CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT
TO:

ALL PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDIANS OF
PRESENT OR FUTURE BLACK STUDENTS WHO
ARE OR MAY BE ATTENDING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN PINELLAS COUNTY,
AND ALL INTERESTED MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

1.
On June 30, 2004, the Circuit Court for Pinellas County certified as a class all present
and future black students of the Pinellas County School System. This case alleged that disproportionately large numbers of black students continue to experience substantial academic difficulties
in the Pinellas County School System thereby creating an academic achievement gap (the “Gap”).
The case further alleged that, pursuant to the Florida Constitution and the Florida Education Equity
Act, the Pinellas County School System must establish, maintain and operate programs that meet
the needs of its students. Because a substantial disparity exists between the performance of black
and non-black students in Pinellas County, Plaintiffs contended that the Pinellas County School
District (the “District”) failed to meet these obligations.
2.
In 2010, a settlement was reached in this case. As part of the 2010 Settlement, the Concerned Organization for Quality Education of Black Students (“COQEBS”) was substituted as the
Plaintiff, and certain actions were undertaken by the District in an effort to close the Gap. COQEBS
assumed certain duties and responsibilities to monitor the District’s compliance with the settlement.
The parties agreed to attempt to resolve any future disputes regarding the Gap through an alternative
dispute resolution (mediation) process.
3.
In 2016, COQEBS concluded that the District’s efforts to close the Gap were insufficient.
COQEBS and the District agree to return to mediation, as required by the Court. After numerous
mediation sessions, the parties agreed to approve the Bridging the Gap Plan (“The Plan”), which
has been filed with the Court along with a Stipulation for Modification of Final Judgment and Order
of Final Approval of Settlement and Joint Motion for Court Approval (the “Joint Motion”).
4.
The Plan and Joint Motion will modify the Court’s previous Order and the prior Settlement Agreement by requiring the District to implement the Plan and to report to COQEBS at least
quarterly on the District’s progress and performance. Full details of The Plan and the Joint Motion
can be found by reviewing the filings of the parties in the court file or by reviewing the documents
maintained by the Pinellas County School Board on its website.
5.
Notice of this proposed settlement is hereby given to all members of the class and to the
Public. The proposed Settlement involves no monetary payment to class members.
6.
The Court has preliminarily approved The Plan and the Joint Motion. The Court will
hold a Final Hearing on July 12, 2017, at 4:00 p.m. Because this is a matter of significant public interest, class members, and others, will have an opportunity to speak at the Final Approval Hearing.
Any person desiring to speak will be limited to three (3) minutes provided that any such person
seeking to speak at the Final Approval Hearing shall submit a written request to the Court and
Counsel at least ten (10) days prior to the Final Hearing summarizing the points that they wish to
make at the Final Approval Hearing. The written notice should be addressed to:
Honorable Patricia Ann Muscarella
Pinellas County Courthouse
315 Court Street, Room 484
Clearwater, FL 33756

Well done!
Dear Editor:
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP’s Freedom
Fund 2017 is done! We are
thankful that we were
blessed with more than 500
guests who came to offer
their support.
Our goal of raising
money was achieved. Our
goal of creating an event in
our own backyard was
achieved. Our goal of honoring excellence in service
within our community was
achieved. Our goal of
reigniting a discussion
about Juneteenth was
achieved. Our goal of honoring two of our brightest
students Aldric Griffin and
Alexis Peterson was
achieved. Our goal of
bringing our community
together under a sea of elegance in our own backyard
was achieved. Last but not
least, our goal of placing a
bright spotlight on many of
our homegrown business
was achieved.
Ninety-seven percent of
the funds spent to host
Freedom Fund 2017 were
spent with black owned
and small businesses
within our community.
The St. Petersburg
Branch NAACP’s primary
objective is to ensure the
political, educational, social
and economic equality of
minority groups. The primary objective of our 2017
Freedom Fund was to lay
the groundwork for establishing a discussion, and ultimate action to ensure
economic equity for black
and brown- owned businesses within our community.
We accepted the fact
that to have any credibility,
that effort must begin with
us. We entered into this endeavor with an expectation
that the businesses we con-

Case No. 00-005661-CI-07

Plaintiffs,

and copied to:
tracted would perform at a
standard of excellence.
They did it and it came naturally for them because
that is simply what they do.
For many of them, this
was the largest event they
had the opportunity to contract with, and they got that
opportunity at home. The
NAACP is serious about its
goals of ensuring that black
and brown-owned businesses have a seat at the
table in St. Petersburg,
Pinellas County, the State of
Florida, the United States
and ultimately positioning
them to compete anywhere
in the world if that is what
they choose to do.
For too many years,
economic development
within the black community has been treated like a
social service program;
someone has always been
called in to fix us. That strategy has not led to one sustainable economic plan that
changed the course of a targeted group of businesses.
In 2014, I began a campaign for this city and
county to recognize the fact
that 105 early childhood education centers south of
Central Avenue were excellent opportunities to create
economic strategies aimed
at ensuring those businesses were positioned to
provide a quality early
childhood education.
Those advocacy efforts
were met with adversity
and venom. Yet, while on
the campaign trail it is very
interesting to hear candidate talking points to include “early childhood
education.”
Once again I am calling
on this city to recognize
that if we are ever to be true
to creating economic prosperity within the black
community, a strategy

Class Counsel
Guy M. Burns
Johnson Pope Bokor Ruppel & Burns, LLP
401 East Jackson Street, Suite 3100
Tampa, FL 33602

Defendants’ Counsel
David Koperski

Pinellas County School Board
301 Fourth Street Southwest
Largo, FL 33770
and

William A. Kebler
Banker Lopez Gassler PA
360 Central Avenue, Suite 700
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
must exist that support
local businesses on multiple levels to address the
barriers they face as business owners who happen
to be black.
No longer must this
community except substandard planning efforts
that simply generate a lot of
movement with little to no
results. The NAACP has
laid the groundwork to say
that until we can rattle off
results quantitatively about
how we have moved the
needle in regards to providing opportunity and access
to black and brown- businesses, we are simply wasting time.
This community must
join with the NAACP by becoming members to ensure that our collective
voices are heard. We must
unapologetically reject the
notion that one or two people speak on behalf of the
black community. We must
unapologetically reject the
notion that we must settle
for what someone gives us.
Lastly, we must unapologetically embrace the
notion that opportunity and
access is grounded in hard
work, excellent customer
service and a level of integrity that rejects that we
can simply be bought for a
few pieces of silver.
Maria L. Scruggs, President, St. Petersburg Branch
NAACP

7.
The proposed settlement of this case does not involve nor provide for the payment of
money to any student, parent or legal guardian.
DO NOT CALL THE COURT OR CLERK REGARDING THIS NOTICE.
ISSUED BY ORDER OF:
THE HONORABLE PATRICIA ANN MUSCARELLA
Circuit Court Judge
Sixth Judicial Circuit
Pinellas County, Florida

Mt. Zion Christian Academy
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mt. Zion Christian Academy today announced an amendment to its policy for serving meals to
students under the Community Eligibility Plan for the 2017-2018 school year. All students will be
served lunch/breakfast at no charge at the following sites:
Mt. Zion Christian Academy, 955 20th Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
For additional information please contact: Mt. Zion Christian Academy, Attention: Franca
Sheehy, Principal, 955 20th Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712, Telephone: 727-894-0140,
fsheehy.mzca@mzprogressive.org .
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil
rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on
race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency
(State or local) where they applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have
speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html,
and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.
Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:
mail:

fax:
email:

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410
(202) 690-7442; or
program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Songs that can save lives
TAMPA BAY — Beyoncé’s “Crazy in Love,”
Shakira’s “Hips Don’t Lie,”
and the Bee Gees’ “Staying
Alive”
are
familiar
melodies that people enjoy
singing or dancing to with
family or friends. Yet, did
you know that these famous songs can also help
save the life of a loved one
experiencing cardiac arrest?
Cardiac arrest involves
an electrical malfunction in
the heart that causes an irregular heartbeat and disrupts the flow of blood to
the brain, lungs and other
organs. Each year, more
than 350,000 cases of cardiac arrest occur outside
the hospital in the United
States. Nearly 90 percent
of those who undergo cardiac arrest at home, work
or in a public location don’t
survive this medical emergency.
African Americans are
almost twice as likely to experience cardiac arrest in
non-hospital settings compared to Caucasians, and
their survival rates are
twice as low. Fortunately,
performing Hands-Only
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) can aid in reducing these statistics.
“Hands-Only CPR can
increase a cardiac arrest
victim’s chances of survival,” said Dr. Alfred Asante-Korang, a pediatric
cardiologist at Johns Hopkins All Children’s Heart
Institute and an American
Heart Association Tampa
Bay board member. “Seventy percent of out-of-hospital cardiac arrests take
place in the home. If you’re
called on to give CPR in an
emergency, you’ll most
likely be trying to save the
life of someone you love.”
Hands-Only CPR in-

volves two simple steps.
First, those who see a
teenager or adult collapse
should immediately call 91-1. Second, they can push
hard and fast in the center
of the cardiac arrest victim’s chest while thinking
of a tune like Michael Jackson’s “Billie Jean” or Justin
Timberlake’s “Rock Your
Body” until medical help
comes to the scene.
What connection do
these tunes have with
CPR? These chart toppers
have 100 to 120 beats per
minute, which is the rate to
push on a chest while performing Hands-Only CPR.
Surprisingly, more than
60 percent of Americans
are afraid of doing CPR for
fear of inadvertently causing injury to someone who
has endured cardiac arrest.
“It’s better to act than
to do nothing at all,” Dr. Asante-Korang said. “Chest
compressions performed
during Hands-Only CPR
push oxygen-rich blood
through the body to keep
vital organs functioning.
Hands-Only CPR buys
time until emergency re-

Be a part of the
Guilfoil Ballet
Theater’s
‘NUTCRACKER’

Dr. Alfred Asante-Korang
sponders arrive.”
An American Heart Association study reveals that
more than half of the three
major U.S. minority groups
– African Americans, Hispanics and Asian Americans – are aware of
Hands-Only CPR. However, those likely to perform the procedure with
confidence are much
fewer.
The good news is that

learning Hands-Only CPR
takes only one minute. According to the American
Heart Association, people
are more likely to remember the correct pace of
Hands-Only CPR when
trained to the rhythm of a
recognizable song.
Go to TheWeeklyChallenger.com to watch a
video demonstrating this
method.

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Guilfoil Ballet Theater (GBT) is looking for
dancers from St. Pete and
the rest of the Tampa Bay
area to build the 2017
“NUTCRACKER.”
No
dancer will be turned
away!
Auditions are open to
dancers of all ages and
abilities.
Individual
dancers, dance schools or
community groups are all
invited to take part. GBT
will hold several audition
dates and then a final casting audition where all selected participants will be
assigned individual roles.
Participants will receive their individual costumes, two premium
tickets, program recognition and a positive performance experience in a
kind, caring and teaching
environment.
GBT invites area
dance instructors to also
share the experience with
their students and offers a
minimum hourly fee to selected teachers. Open au-

ditions will be held for
dancers of all ages during
July and August with Ballet Master Andrew Guilfoil
at L’Academie of Dance,
located at 4853 Park
Street N in St. Pete.
The “NUTCRACKER”
will be performed at the
Catherine A. Hickman
Theater in Gulfport on December 15, 16, and 17. All
rehearsals will be held at
L’Academie of Dance except for the final dress rehearsal, which will be
on Thursday, Dec. 14 at
the theater.
Open auditions will
allow GBT to evaluate the
level and skill of each participant and assign roles
according to their ability. They are looking for
dancers of all ages to fill
the many roles of the
“NUTCRACKER” including dancers who are proficient in pointe and have
had classical ballet training.
Please call 727-7934883 for more information.
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Life has a way of working out
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Life has a way of working
itself, according to Eriana
Redix, a recent graduate of
the class of 2017 Business,
Economics, Technology
Academy at Gibbs High
School.
She’s a firm believer in
the saying: “life is what you
make it.” She feels that
anything can be achieved
if you believe in yourself
and are willing to work at
it and that everyone
should work towards making the community and
world a better place.
Eriana, who lives with
her grandparents, Cora
and Fred Redix, is the
daughter of Ashlea Webb
and Eric Redix. She believes in looking at the big
picture when making
plans and decisions in her
life, and acknowledges
that seeing green turf
doesn’t mean that grass is
the actual surface. Artificial turf is also green.
Many people who have
no clear goals and vision of
where they are going miss
their mark because they
have not accurately assessed their situation, but
not Eriana.
“I made myself a vision
board to remind me of my
goals. This kept me focused as I saw and reflected on them daily,”
stated Eriana. “Before I did
this, I was just going about
day to day not knowing
what I was accomplishing.
It’s frustrating knowing
that you’re a person of excellence, but the results
don’t say it.”
She stayed involved
with the Future Business
Leaders of America, the
AKAdemy,
Emerging
Young Leaders, College

‘Thank you for seeing my potential
when I didn’t see it for myself.’
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

Eriana Redix
Prep 101, Faith Memorial
Church Choir and Praise
Dance Ministry and joined
her high school soccer
team because she believed
these all made up a good
support system.
Eriana found keeping
up with her grades, working extended hours, being
involved in extracurricular
activities and staying focus
on the big picture to be
very challenging. By staying focused on her goals
and looking ahead to the
future, she was able to accomplish everything she
has set her mind to.
While attending Gibbs,
Eriana received the Dr.
Mac J. Williams, Sr. Academic Excellence Award,
Gilford and Robinson
Youth Award and the
Gibbs High School Student Achievement and Excellence Award.
“Eriana will accomplish great things,” said
Mary A. Franklin, her aunt
and one of her mentors.
She did great things in

the community such as
volunteering for President
Barack Obama’s 2012
campaign and volunteering at Clothes to Kid,
which provides clothes to
children in need.
Her motivation to
serve others is in line with
her personal life statement
that is taken from her favorite scripture: I can do all
things through Christ who
strengthens me (Philippians 4:13).
Despite her many involvements, most people
do not realize that Eriana is
a really shy person. She
vows to work on trying to
be more extroverted.
In the fall, Eriana plans
to attend Florida A&M
University and major in
nursing. After obtaining a
bachelor’s and master’s
degrees in nursing, she
hopes to work in a major
medical center in the
neonatal unit.
To reach Dexter McCree,
email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

ST. PETERSBURG –
When your mother is
your biggest cheerleader,
you become confident
that God’s plan for you is
greater than the plan that
you have for yourself.
Taylor Gent has the unwavering support of her
mother, who has been by
her side pushing her to
continue achieving and
keeping her eyes on the
prize ahead. This support
has landed mom as her
number one fan throughout all of her years of
school.
Taylor
expresses
thanks to her mom for always having hope and
faith in her and always
being there when she felt
alone. Her mom became
the reason for her accomplishments, and her latest
one was graduating from
The Boca Ciega High
School last month.
Her parents, Henry
and Alethea Gent, could
not be more proud of her.
“Taylor is very passionate and determined to
reach every goal,” stated
her mom. “She is a caring
person and ambitious in
everything she does. She
is my best blessing and I
am so proud to call her
my baby girl, my daughter.”
At Boca Ciega, Taylor
played wide receiver and
cornerback on the varsity
flag football team, who
played in district finals.

She joined JROTC
where she received the
determination and leadership award, professionalism, recognition
and
representation
awards and the outstanding cadet award.
She also was awarded
the Dr. Mac J. Williams
Academic Excellence
Award.
In the community,
Taylor was a member
of the AKA Akademy, a
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary
Baptist
Church ushers and
Pure
Expressions
praise dancers.
“To everyone who
has
supported
me
throughout these past
four years, thank you.
Thank you for always
being there for me and encouraging me to strive
forward,” said Taylor.
“Thank you for seeing my
potential when I didn’t see
it for myself. To anyone
who may be struggling or
thinking about quitting in
whatever you do, keep
going. Pray about it and
always strive for greatness.”
The days and weeks in
school got long for Taylor
and became challenging.
She began to struggle
with test anxiety, stress,
procrastination and meeting deadlines. It wore thin
on her self-esteem. She
prayed and asked for
guidance. Through every
obstacle in high school,
she overcame them with
her family, close friends

Taylor Gent
and God by her side.
Taylor has two interesting facts about her that
others may not know.
“I have a strong passion for caring for the
homeless. A long-term
goal of mine is to open a
homeless shelter,” she
said. “I’m thankful for the
support that I have and
strength to help somebody else. I also really
enjoy learning about different cultures. Our differences are what make us
better.”
This summer, Taylor
will be leaving to attend
Florida A&M in Tallahassee where she will study
pre-medicine. Her plan is
to further her education
in graduate school, eventually becoming a pediatric oncologic surgeon.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com
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Cainion and Nevel are in it to win it
ST. PETERSBURG —
On the steps of City Hall,
Eritha Akile Cainion and
Jesse Nevel announced that
they are signed, sealed and
delivered to be on the ballot
for the District 6 and mayoral race.
Both candidates were
accompanied by a large
group of more 100 excited,
diverse and mostly young
volunteers.
“My name is Eritha
Akile Cainion and with this
people’s movement I will be
your next District 6 city
council woman,” she said,
opening the press conference.
Her platform is bold
and radical, hence her slogan “Radical Times, Radical
Solutions!” Cainion wants
Black Community Control
of the police to end police
terrorism of the black community and Black Community Control of schools to
end the school-to-prison
pipeline.
She’s demanding that
the land Tropicana Field
stadium sits on be given
back to the black community for affordable housing
for the city’s most at-risk citizens.
Cainion said that all the
other candidates for District 6 represent the interests of big pocket
developers and not the people.
“The people of this city

don’t want to live in a divided city. The people of
this city are uniting with
reparations to the black
community because unity
can only be accomplished
by recognizing the social
and economic injustices
faced historically and today
by the black community,”
averred Cainion.
Mayoral
candidate
Nevel came right after and
proclaimed, “This election
is not Rick versus Rick!
This is the people versus
the Ricks!”
Nevel covered a long
list of stats laying out that
both Mayor Kriseman and
Former Mayor Rick Baker
are for gentrification, big
money developers, police
violence, mistreatment of
workers and the exploitation of workers.
“You got Baker, the tent
slasher, who sadistically ordered the police to slash
the tents of the homeless
while they slept at night,”
he said.
Nevel continued to
point out what part Kriseman played in the leaking
of 256,000,000 gallons of untreated sewage into the
black community and the
Tampa Bay. Jesse Nevel’s
platform is centered on
reparations to the black
community much like his
activist work. He also wants
to end corruption and build
community involvement in

all city government decision-making while reclaiming the city for the
neighborhoods, not the corporations and real estate
speculators.
The candidates were
joined by several endorsers
who gave impassioned
statements in support of the
growing People’s Movement.
Rev. Mark Green of the
Travelers Rest Baptist
Church said that it is time
to try something different
that speaks to the interests
of the people. “And that
means voting for Akile and
Jesse.”
Rose Roby, the co-chair
of the Pinellas County
Green Party, announced
the Green Party’s endorsement of the two candidates.
Roby explained that by uniting with this campaign, the
Green Party is stepping forward not simply as an environmentalist party but as a
“party.”
One of the highlights of
the press conference was a
presentation given by two
young black Gibbs High
School students, Iniko and
Hekima, who have been
working on the campaigns
and expressed their support to see a positive future
represented by the platforms of Cainion and Nevel.
“These candidates are
necessary,” said Hekima.
Sheridan Murphy, a

noted indigenous activist,
announced his endorsement, and urged white voters not to fear the word
“reparations” because “it’s
another word for justice!”
Muteba Tshinabu wa
Munda, an Uhuru Movement organizer, spoke on
why she as a black LGBTQ
person is endorsing Cainion and Nevel.
Contrasting their platforms to the “toothless initiatives” of Kriseman,
Muteba said that the success of their campaigns “requires the acquisition of
actual political power in the
hands of the most underserved people of St. Petersburg. Not some mythical
sanctuary city or simply
State controlled social services. But actual power in
the hands of the people ourselves.”
Both candidates were in
unison that they are not
worried about going up
against politicians who are
financially backed by millionaires. They say they
have the power of the people and that is what will win
them the election.
This vigor and passion
comes from the fact that
they have built a huge local
social movement that has
gotten them around 2,000
signatures and hundreds of
volunteers in a matter of
weeks!
The typhoon of support

doesn’t seem to be stopping
anytime soon. Both their
social media platforms continue to gain momentum
and support.
These two youthful and
dynamic activists have
brought life and shaken up
an otherwise boring campaign of the same old status
quo St. Petersburg elections.
About the candidates
Eritha Akile Cainion is a
20-year-old south St. Petersburg native who has a long
history of activism. She is
currently the chair of the
Committee for Justice for
the Three Drowned Black

Girls to fight for justice for
Laniya Miller, Ashaunti
Butler and Dominique Battle.
Jesse Nevel is also a
long-time local activist who
has fought against the gentrification of the south side,
against the mass incarceration of the black community and for reparations to
the black community for
stolen labor through slavery.
Both candidates’ political activism comes through
their involvement from
working with the Uhuru
Movement led by Chairman Omali Yeshitela.

Gibbs High reunion activities
The Gibbs High School
Class of 1967 is in the final
stages of preparing to observe 50 years from their
time of graduation. All
classmates are invited to
join in the festivities as follows:
Thursday, July 13 —
Meet and Greet, 6 p.m.,
Staybridge Suites, 940 5th

Ave. S
Friday, July 14 — Banquet at 6 p.m. at the Orange
Blossom Cafeteria, 220 4th
St. N
Saturday, July 15 —
Gibbs High School Alumni
Picnic from1-5 p.m. at Dell
Holmes Park, 2741 22nd
Ave. S
Sunday, July 16 – Wor-

ship at 10:45 a.m. at First
Baptist
Institutional
Church, 3100 3rd Ave. S,
where classmate Rev.
Wayne G. Thompson is
pastor.
It is still not too late to
register. For more information, please contact Renet
Dennard Cole at 727-8223109 or renets@aol.com.
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First grade teacher publishes STEM children’s book
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Problem-solving is Rafael
Robinson’s superpower
when teaching firstgraders at Douglas Jamerson Elementary.
But teaching technology to children can be a
daunting task.
“How do you talk
about architectural engineering to a six year old?”
Robinson, 35, said.
But instead of lectures, Robinson lets creativity
become
his
method.
This past April, Robinson published a children’s
book titled “STEM Club
Trouble: Who’s up for
problem-solving?” The
book focuses on the trio
called the Super Sprockets, who use problemsolving skills to find
solutions to daily activities.
The inspiration came
in 2014 during a school
writing workshop when
students were asked to
use their imagination as a
resource. Robinson suggested superheroes as a
starting point. This led
him to the Super Sprockets.
“These characters aim
to inspire creativity for
real-world problems”, he
said.
Robinson teaches engineering as part of Douglas Jamerson’s STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) pro-

gram. The school is one
of the leading STEM
schools in the nation, taking first place honors in
2016.
According to a 2016
report from the National
Center for Education Statistics, research found
that American workers
rank “dead last” out of 18
industrial nations in problem-solving skills when
using technology.
Also, the US Bureau of
Statistics reports that jobs
related to STEM will grow
in the next decade, with
80 percent of new jobs involving the use of STEM
skills; however, the engineering and computer science industries are in
desperate need of skilled
employees.
Robinson feels this
problem stems from low
resources and the lack of
early engagement.
“There is always going
to be problems,” Robinson said, “so how are we
going to solve them?
These children are our babies and they need to already be engaged.”
Robinson called his
aunt Cheryl Henry, an engineering and design professional, about the idea.
She was immediately excited and helped him with
designs and vocabulary.
“It really resonates
with us,” Henry, 54, said.
“It interweaves each of
our technical and creative
sides… into an equal partnership.”
“STEM Cell Trouble”

focuses on the Super
Sprockets who start their
own STEM club. The
group includes the leader
Horatio (derived from the
word ratio), Simon V (as
in velocity) and the female
lead, Calibration. The
Sprockets use the Design
Process, a series of problem-solving steps, to solve
real-world problems such
as building a tree house.
Robinson simplified
the series into four components: plan, design, refine and share. The book
also includes a lesson
guide for teachers and
parents.
“This process does not
apply just for technical
work, but for any jobs,”
Henry said.
Robinson definitely
has the entrepreneurial
spirit; first, he started the
publishing
company
Achieving Engineering
Driven Innovation Premier for the books and
Ituey, LLC, a STEM education company that has
currently sold around
5,000 books. He expects
to include lesson plans
and merchandise such as
phone apps, backpacks,
apparel and music in the
near future.
He also started Sponsor 5, a national campaign
for businesses and community leaders to purchase five hardback
copies of “Stem Club
Trouble” and donate
them to schools. So far,
three Sarasota County
schools and two in Atlanta

Rafael Robinson’s
company’s motto is
“‘Problem-solving
is our superpower.’”
have received donations.
To help support his
ventures monetarily, he
started Robinson Italian
Ice where he rides around
St. Pete selling Italian Ice.
Robinson is happily
married to his wife Amber
and they have two daughters. He graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in elementary teaching from
Florida A&M University,
where he played offensive
line for the Rattlers from
2001-04.
Henry serves as president of GEFX Multimedia Inc., which specializes
in graphic design projects
and designed the children’s book “High Flyin’,”
a story about the
Tuskegee Airmen, America’s first African-American military aviators.
Robinson sees his job
as a way to create Amer-

ica’s
future
critical
thinkers.
“We must expose
them to challenging problems and let them decide,” he said. “They are
not going to have someone give them the an-

swers every time. It is imperative for communities
and the future.”
More information on
Ituey can be found online
at Ituey.com or on Facebook on the Super
Sprockets page.

Omali Yeshitela endorses candidates New Faith Free Methodist Church
and presents campaign concert
honors the St. Pete Police Dept. and
Chief Anthony Holloway

ST. PETERSBURG —
This
week
Omali
Yeshitela announced his
endorsement of Eritha
Akile Cainion for the District 6 Council seat and
Jesse Nevel for Mayor,
expressing his support
for their platform positions on black community
economic
development, affordable
housing, unity through
reparations, stop sewage
dumping, fix the failing
schools, restore felon
rights and black community control of the police.
It is widely expected
that the outcome of this
year’s high-profile mayoral race will hinge on
the black vote of south St.
Petersburg, a voting bloc
historically key to determining which candidates
move past the primary

into the November general election.
Long-time leader of
the Uhuru movement
and a veteran of the
struggles of the 1960s,
Chairman
Yeshitela
swept the black precincts
when he ran for mayor in
2001 against then-mayoral candidate Rick
Baker.
Chairman Yeshitela is
extending his support for
these candidates by presenting a “Black Community Campaign Concert”
this Friday, June 23 featuring numerous local
hip-hop artists, comedians and poets, including
Krown Deon, Rack’d Up
Slim, Ameen Spade,
Mulan, Chief Music,
Tony Wi$e, Jay Swag and
Goddess Kae.
The artists will per-

Omali Yeshitela
form on the Uhuru
House’s outdoor stage,
located at 1245 18th Ave.
S. The program will
begin at 7 p.m. Admission is free and the candidates will be on hand to
meet and speak with the
public.
For more information, call 727-821-6620.

                        

ST. PETERSBURG —
As part of their Men’s Day
2017 celebration, the
members of New Faith
Free Methodist Church,
located at 2427 Irving
Ave. S, will honor St. Petersburg’s finest.
The public is invited to
attend the 11 a.m. morning worship service Sunday, June 25. The keynote
speaker will be Police
Chief Anthony Holloway,
and the theme of “Men of
Faith Striving for Stronger
Brotherhood” is clearly a
reflection of our community’s need.
Holloway began his
law enforcement career
with the Clearwater Police Department in 1985.
Upon his retirement in
2007, he was selected as
the chief of police for the
City of Somerville, Mass.
In February 2010, he rejoined the Clearwater Police Department as chief

of police, and in August
2014 he was selected and
now serves as St. Pete’s
top cop.
Colors for the occasion are gold and black
(optional). Also in atten-

dance will be Assistant
Chief Luke Williams, the
Theta Eta Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, Inc. and other
community service award
recipients.
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St. Pete celebrates Juneteenth
LEGACY , from front page

However, the news arrived years late and with
much resistance. Consequently, Juneteenth has become synonymous with the
total abolition of slavery.
“There have been people who have died for us to
have the right to vote, so it’s
important that we come out
and acknowledge this and
continue to be role models
and leaders for the next
generation,” said Paulette
Jones, president of Midtown Celebrity Club.
She started the organization with the mission to
provide a foundation for
youth to promote their creativity and has for the last
few years organized the
city’s Juneteenth activities.
Coach Thomas English
has collaborated with Jones
to help celebrate Juneteenth for the last three
years.
“You have to let Amer-

ica know about Juneteenth
because a lot of people
don’t know what it is or
what it means,” said English.
***
The event at Playlot #3
was one of several happening in south St. Pete to commemorate the essence and
legacy of Juneteenth. Less
than half a mile east, the St.
Pete Business League
hosted its first Juneteenth
Business Expo at the
Enoch Davis Center.
The expo redefined the
application of Juneteenth
for the 21st century and the
millennial generation.
“It’s all about the
chances we take and the
opportunities we make,”
said nationally known producer and filmmaker
Cranston Cumberbatch
who hosted the event.
For Cumberbatch, Juneteenth for the 21st century

is the economic development of African-American
businesses.
“When it comes to
being emancipated, when it
comes to having the knowledge that we are free to be
able to engage in the same
e-commerce that happens
for others, to know that we
are included in that equation and we can now do for
ourselves without any limitations…that’s a beautiful
thing.”
Organic hair products
business owner Samuel
Copeland was one of several community business
owners who benefited from
the expo experience.
“We do everything online, and we have our
beauty supplies and shampoo products at Annie’s
Beauty Supply Store,” said
Copeland.
The first Juneteenth
Business Expo exhibited a

variety of products and
services. Pierce Brunson of
Modern
Photography
Group offers four media
products.
“We offer Pierce Brunson Photography, Firefly
Net Photography (for high
school events), Modern
Tassel (for graduations)
and Modern Performer
(performing arts).”
Brunson’s
business
sponsored the photography
at the expo by becoming a
member of the St. Pete
Business League.
Also at the expo was
Diane Gaines, who is all
about footwear.
“Shoetastic is a shoe
company
that
sells
women’s and little girls’
shoes at an affordable
price,” said Gaines, who
came up with the idea one
day when she could not
find the shoes she wanted
within her price range.

“I was a single mother
with three children, a working mother not making
enough money.”
Gaines turned a moment of need into an opportunity of entrepreneurial
enterprise. She now has a
website for accessories at
www.beautify45.com and
for her shoes at www.shoestasticfl.com.
El-Amin’s
Essential
business owner Emanuel
El-Amin was also at the
expo to promote his line of
natural hair and beard
products.
“This is a great opportunity for me and all the vendors here today,” said
El-Amin.
Nyhira and David
Muhammad, owners of
Supreme Sense, were on
hand showing off their alcohol-free natural oils for the
body as well as for the
home.

In order to get one’s financial house in order for
the future, Achieva Credit
Union representative Craig
Sexton was on hand to give
advice and share a variety
of financial services offered.
In business since 1937,
Sexton said that the sole
purpose of Achieva now is
to give back to the community and help with finances.
Over 200 people ventured out to the first Juneteenth Expo that shed a
much-needed light on the
thriving entrepreneurial
spirit growing in the community. Both events personified the spirit of
Juneteenth past, present
and future.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com.
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The NAACP celebrates Juneteenth
MURRAY, from front page

1863, he stated that
the “legacy of slavery continued to influence American
history from the tumultuous
years of Reconstruction to
the Civil Rights Movement
that emerged in the
1960s[sic], nearly a century
after emancipation and even
until this day.”
Recounting the history
of Juneteenth, Murray noted
that on June 19, 1865, Union
General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, Texas,
with news that the war had
ended and all slaves were
free two and a half years after
President Lincoln signed the
Emancipation Proclamation.
This led to an annual celebration.
“The Juneteenth celebration was a time for reassuring
each other,” Murray said,
“for praying together and for
the gathering of remaining
family members.
Juneteenth continued to
be highly revered in Texas
decades later with many former slaves and descendants
making an annual pilgrimage
back to Galveston on that
date.

But what of America
today, he asked? Who are we
and why is it important that
we still celebrate Juneteenth?
Murray recalled Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s hope that
the children of former slaves
and slave owners would one
day sit down at the roundtable of brotherhood, to discuss their differences and
commonalities.
“No part of the table can
be higher than the other,”
Murray expounded. “The
legs of the table which hold
the table up must be even or
the table will wobble and the
agenda items on the
table can slide off! We have
suffered from too much
wobbling!”
To get everyone to the
table of brotherhood, he continued, there must be “authentic dialogue” and
“authentic will.”
“If I close my eyes and
envision what America is like
now,” Murray said, “I see
three Americas: white, black
and gray. Which America do
you live in?”
America needs to continue to evolve until every

Devron Gibbons received the
Community Service Award

person is recognized as
equal, he stated, and embracing diversity should be the
focus. As long as the discriminatory isolation of any person because of religion,
gender or sexual orientation
continues to be an issue, “we
will continue to see crippling
division with no authentic
table of brotherhood.”
Murray
wondered
whether the current executive and legislative branches
of our government truly believe in and support such a
table.
“How can we move forward toward this table,”
Murray said, “if over 50 percent of American citizens feel
that they have no voice, no
concern, no empathy and no
understanding, and sadly feel
that they are not Americans?
America belongs to all of its
tax-paying citizens and not to
a select few.”
Murray praised movements such as Black Lives
Matter and noted that now
police departments all over
the nation are adopting more
community-minded strategies and are creating an at-

Keynote speaker
Rev. G. Gregg Murray

mosphere “where people
can trust the police.” He
went on to laud the efforts of
such groups as the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee,
the
AntiDefamation League, the
Asian Pacific American
Labor Alliance, Council on
American-Islamic Relations,
Equal Justice Works, and the
NAACP, among many others.
“But then there is the
idea of slow gradualism,” he
said, “which...really means
that people are called to
soothe the savage beast by
urging the movement to
slow down, or to cease altogether...and get back to the
status quo place.”
The people are demanding change now, he asserted,
and the resistance is growing.
“The resistance does not
want to hear about, ‘It’s going
to take some time.’” he said.
“What exactly is going to
take some time, anyway,” he
asked rhetorically.
“The enforcement of the
law? Is that going to take
some
time,”
Murray

asked. “Civil and equal rights
for all Americans? Is that
going to take some time?
Freedom, justice and equality promised in 1776? The
killings? The modern day
lynchings—is that going to
take some time?
“Well, how much time
did it take to repeal Obamacare, potentially depriving
over 23 million Americans of
health care coverage? How
much time did it take to
round up and expel immigrant Mexicans who only
want to work and raise their
families and pay their taxes?
How long did it take to cut
Medicare, affecting millions
of our senior citizens?”
Referencing President
Donald Trump’s campaign
slogan, “Make America
Great Again,” Murray asked,
“For whom was it great?”
“Let’s just make America
great again, period, by all
Americans feeling that
America is great!” he said.
Though Murray made
no bones about voicing his
displeasure at the election of
Trump, he had a message
for the “far left” as well.

Erika Lopez-Zwolski and Kent Channer
received the 2017 President’s Award

“We are no longer interested in programs that hand
out free fish,” he said, “creating a culture of dependency.
We are no longer interested
in buying or renting your
fishing poles by which to fish.
We demand equal access to
the oceans and to the rivers
and to the lakes and the
ponds where we can go and
fish for ourselves!”
Sometimes movements
come down to two people
simply talking face to face,
Murray explained, listening
to one another and even
breaking bread together.
“Sharing hopes and
dreams,” he said, “sharing
ideas and sharing pain as
Americans, realizing that ultimately we are all woven together by the fabric and the
colors of Old Glory. Realizing
that we really all want the
same thing: life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.”
Admitting that America
is not yet there, he left the audience with a thought-provoking question: “Are we
moving closer to it or further
from it?”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Celebrating Father’s Day with men of the Ship
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERBURG –
Styrofoam plates buckled
under the weight of ribs,
sausage, chicken, baked
beans, yellow rice and
corn on the cob at the annual Father’s Day Dinner
held at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Saturday, June 17.
This year instead of a
more formal celebration,
the Women’s Ministry decided to go casual and do
a cowboy theme. With
checkered tablecloths and
sunflower centerpieces,
the ladies showed the fathers a rootin’ tootin’ good
time, even though not one
of them dressed up.

“We wanted to do
something different. Usually, we give them prime
rib but we’ve done that for
eight or nine years now,
so we thought we’d
change it up a little,” said
Women’s Ministry President Cynthia Pierce.
Before dinner was
served, a few of the ladies
told loving stories of their
fathers. Valerie Williams
said although she only
spent the last two years of
her father’s life with him,
she enjoyed those years
more with him than any
other time in her life.
Pierce said she had a
loving father who would
give she and her siblings
piggy back rides and tell

them ghost stories that
terrified them so much
they would be afraid to go
to bed.
Church Secretary Shelia Perry’s father did his
best to raise his children
after their mother died.
Even though he didn’t
know how to wash
clothes, cook or do their
hair, he tried his hardest.
Eventually, family members had to step in, but he
was always there for support.
The fathers of the Ship
enjoyed their time fellowshipping and eating.
Many were seen going
back to the trough a few
times.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family










  

  



  










  

 

 
 

 
 
 
  
 



Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church
 


  





Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.


BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567







1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
 
10:30 a.m.
   






Call: 727-896-2922

SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.



Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



 

  
 

      

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





City of Refuge Christian Church
“Come Experience the Breath of God That Giveth Life”


 

 

   






13272 66th Street North, Largo, FL
813-573-5044 • www.cityofrefugefl.org
Pastor Dr. Jerome D. Jordan & Pastor Kisha Jordan
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday night Let's Go Deeper Bible Study at 7:00 p.m
INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION SHOW'S ON 2 DIFFERENT NETWORK
Real Talk with Kisha Jordan Monday nights at 10:30 p.m.
on Cable, Roku, all smart phones & on www.preachthewordnetwork.com
Saturday nights at 8:00 p.m Cable, Roku all smart phones & on www.thenownetwork.org
For more info please go to www.kishajordanenterprises.org

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF June at the Ship
Join US at “The Ship” at
the 7:45 am or 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place to be
for these Real times
89th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY FREE TO ALL “THE
COOKOUT”...
Saturday, June 24, 2017
from 12 Noon–4:00 pm - 89th
Church Anniversary “THE
COOKOUT” Celebration, a
Church / Community “FREE”
Event which will be located on
the Church Campus.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 5,
2017 AT 7:00 PM –
“WEDNESDAY
NIGHT
LIVE,” A FULL WORSHIP
SERVICE WITH COMMUNION SERVED, THE PASTOR
IS ASKING THE ADULT
MASS CHOIR AND MALE
CHORUS, ALONG WITH
THE 2ND SUNDAY USHERS
TO SERVE. THE LOVE FELLOWSHIP DINNER WILL BE
SPONSORED BY THE TRIBE

OF ZEBULUN (JUNE), SIS.
TIFFANY HENRY, CAPTAIN
AND TRIBE OF JOSEPH
(JULY), SISTER BESSIE DAVENPORT, CAPTAIN.
NATIONAL
BAPTIST
CONVENTION, USA, INC.
112TH ANNUAL SESSION – CONGRESS – ST.
LOUIS, MO - JUNE 19-23,
2017
WEST COAST BAPTIST
DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
THE WEST COAST
NEWSLETTER IS OUT, GET
YOUR COPY TODAY, ALL
WEST COAST CHURCHES
SHOULD HAVE THEM, YOU
WILL NEED TO GET ALL
THE
INFORMATION
ABOUT WHAT IS UPCOMING AT WEST COAST.
CONGRESS – HOST
HOTEL
INFORMATION:
Reservation cut-off date is,
Monday, June 27, 2017 – Staybridge Suites-St. Petersburg,
Downtown, 940 5th Avenue
South, St. Petersburg, 33705.
We have secured 20 studio
suites at $119.00 per night, July
17-21, 2017. You may also call
(855) 914-1821, use Booking
Code WCB (West Coast Bap-

tist Association). Minister
Sharon Saulsby, Dean of the
Congress. The Host Church:
Friendship Missionary Missionary Baptist Church, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., Senior Pastor/Moderator, 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, FL 33712 Church Office: 727-906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our Facebook page Visit West Coast
Baptist District Association
Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon. –
Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Pay me what you owe me - Matt. 22:17
Jesus Christ was so fit mentally that the
scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees, chief priests
and elders of his day were not able to entangle him in their web of confusion. Since
they were not able to confound him directly,
they sent their representatives to ask him
questions about taxes. They wanted to
know if Jesus Christ and his disciples were
exempt from personal taxes.
Jesus Christ demonstrated wisdom,
knowledge and understanding by reminding
them of the simple principle to pay people
what you owe them. Give God what belongs
to God. When we give our tithes and our
o erings, we are acknowledging God as the
Source from which all our blessings flow.
When we pay our taxes, we are acknowledging our local, state and federal citizenship.
Being a follower of Jesus Christ does not

exempt us from the natural duty of paying
our bills and taking care of our financial obligations. Every relationship has its benefits
and its requirements. Often, we enjoy the
rewards of connection but we are not ecstatic about the responsibilities. Everything
that we are a part of requires me, energy
and money.
There is only one debt that we will always have and that is love (Romans 13:8).
We owe all people love and respect regardless of their age, gender, race, culture, religion, socio-economic status, orientation,
criminal background, educational level, family dynamic or any other seeming distinction. So let’s pay up by loving everybody and
seeing them as the children of God that they
are.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for June 2017

Jun 24 - Y.A.M.S. Present
Cupcakes & Conversation
for all Middle and High
School aged youth of St.
Mark. Time: 11:00 a.m.-2:00
p.m.
Jun 25 - Destination
Graduation to honor High
School and College Graduates during the 10:45 a.m.
morning worship.
Jun 26 - Final PIZZA Ministry at Child’s Park Recreational Center - 6:00 p.m.
June 30 - St. Mark
Monthly Business Meeting –
7:00 p.m. @ St. Mark
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry

(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR KISHA JORDAN
City of Refuge Christian Church

Your faith has made you whole
What a great and powerful God we
serve. I give Him all of the praise, the glory
and all of the honor. He is faithful and there
is none like Him. As I prepared to write this
edition of the pastor’s corner, I heard so
clearly the voice of God and He spoke these
six words that I want to share with you
today:
Your Faith Has Made You Whole!
Good God almighty. When God spoke
those words to me, immediately I jumped up
and gave Him the praise. You see, when I
heard those words from God I knew what
He was saying unto me and it truly blessed
my soul.
My friend, have you ever been going
through something, maybe an illness or a
hardship, or maybe you’ve had a love one
walked out on you. If so, then I stopped by
the pastor’s corner today to encourage you
keep moving forward and to keep trusting
God. I stopped by to tell you to hold on because your help is on the way.
I’m reminded of the woman who had an
issue of blood [see Mark 5:25–34, Matthew
9:20–22, Luke 8:43–48]. She had been bleeding for twelve long years and living like an
outcast. If that wasn’t bad enough, she had
tried every doctor that she could find and instead of getting better, the bible says she
grew worse.
But to God be the glory, she made up
her mind to change her life for the better.
She said to herself, I am sick and tired of this
bleeding. She spoke life into her life when
she said “If I may touch but his clothes I
shall be made whole.” The questions you
must ask yourself is “What are you speaking
into your life?”
She heard Jesus would be passing by
and she said this is my time to be healed.
She then pushed her bloody self through
the crowd, passed the people who were talking about her and she touched the hem of

Jesus’ garment. Just like she said she would.
Instantly, she was made whole.
Today, you might feel like your issue is
getting worse and instead of better. This is
why the story of the woman with the issue
of blood is some powerful. She did not give
up. She held onto her faith. Like the woman
with the issue of blood I’m here to tell you
to keep the faith, hold on, your help is on the
way.
It is your faith in God that will make you
whole. I pray that you have received this
word. Go in peace and be healed. Stay
Blessed. Stay focused. In Jesus name,
Amen…
Visit us on our web site at www.kishajordanenterprises.org
or
www.cityofrefugefl.org, or give us a call at
(813) 573-5044. We’d love to hear from you.
Pastor Kisha Jordan
Radio/T.V
Personality/Author
CEO of Kisha Jordan Ministries
Kisha Jordan Ministries is a media ministry of City of Refuge Christian Church
A Place Where You Can, “Experience the
Breath of God that Giveth Life”
P.O. Box 10535, St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Don’t forget to watch “Real talk with
Kisha Jordan” international television show.
The show airs every Saturday at 8:00p.m.
est., on the Now Network. You can view the
shows on cable television, Roku, the Internet and all smart phones. Additionally, the
show airs on Mondays at 10:30p.m. est., on
the Preach the Word Network. You can view
the shows on Comcast cable, Roku, and all
smart phones, iPads, and other devices on
the web
For more information about Kisha Jordan Ministries click the link below:
http://www.cityofrefugechristianchurch.or
w w w. k i s h a j o r d a n e n t e r p r i s e s . o r g
www.facebook.com/pastorkishajordan
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Deuces-I-275 Underpass Improvement Project
UNDERPASS, from front page

said. “We’ll be removing
broken asphalt from the
road, broken concrete
from the sidewalks. This
will be a prettier, safer
place to travel.”
LaDonna Butler, vice
president of The Deuces
Live, Inc., said that the
Deuces Live design committee has been championing this project for
almost four years. Carolyn
Brayboy, a member of the
design committee, said
she had no idea it would
take that long, but added
that in the end, it all came
together.
“We’re looking forward
to a very beautiful sight
that will be the gateway to
the Deuces Live community,” Brayboy said.
Various members of
the area’s most established families shared stories of growing up on the

Deuces and expressed
their approval of the
progress.
“I thank God for opening the door for this to
happen, said Dierdre
Downing-Jackson,
the
daughter of Al Downing,
who died in 2000. “To see
this happening on 22nd
Street where we grew
up—I just say thank you,
thank you, thank you.”
Al Downing, known as
the “Ambassador of Jazz,”
was the founder of the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association,
an
influential jazz musician
and teacher, a member of
the Tuskegee Airmen and
became the first AfricanAmerican commissioner
of the St. Petersburg
Housing Authority.
“As I look around, I
think I’m the most senior
person here that knows

Carolyn Brayboy

George Smith

L-R, Basha Jordan, Jessie Barco, Mozell Davis

about the Deuces,” said
Mozell Davis, wife of longtime educator Vyrle Davis,
who died in 2013.
Growing up one street
over from where the historic Manhattan Casino
sits, she reminisced about
sitting on her front porch
as a young girl and listening to the great music that
reverberated from its
walls.
Karey Johnson Sr. recalled when he was 10
years old how he used to
work in his father’s real
estate office located
where the underpass sits
now.
“The partnership always struck me a little
strange and little off balance. He spent most of the
day with a telephone in his
hand, and I spent most of
the day with a broom in
my hand,” he said.

Karey Johnson, Sr.

His father was Cleveland Johnson Sr., the first
real estate broker in St.
Petersburg, who died in
1971. Cleveland Johnson
Sr. was also the father of
the founder of The Weekly
Challenger
newspaper,
Cleveland Johnson, Jr.,
who died in 2001.

“My father fought and
sacrificed, and he did the
family and the community
proud.”
Family members of
Paul Barco, who owned
two grocery stores on
22nd Street, Basha Jordan,
Jr., the grandson of Elder
Jordan, Sr. in which Jordan

Park is named for, members of prominent physician Dr. Orion T. Ayer’s
family and George Smith,
whose father owned
Smith’s Accounting Service were all present.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

L-R, Jacqueline Hubbard, Sharon Robinson, Jessie Barco, Nikki Capehart
and Askia Muhammad Aquil

Janice Ayer-Jackson (left) and Thelma Bruce

Dierdre Downing-Jackson (left)
and Rod Cunningham

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students
the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the
needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first
choice for workforce training.

FINANCIAL AID

ADMISSIONS
1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.
4. Apply for Financial Aid.

• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

Accreditation by: Council on Occupational Education (COE) 7840 Roswell Road,
Building 300, Suite 325, Atlanta, Georgia 30350 770-396-3898 or 800-917-2081 and Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Council on Accreditation and School Improvement
(SACS CASI), 1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033, (404) 679-4500

ENROLL NOW

